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papers by the Mayos are extensively abstracted. There does not 
appear to be anything new in the literature upon appendicitis. 
The most important summary of the surgery of the pancreas which 
has yet appeared, that of Villar, is abstracted. Dr. J .G. Clark, 
discusses Gynecology, opening his article with an interesting and 
comprehensive review of the recent literature upon the etiology 
of carcinoma. The review is almost entirely confined to the various 
diseases and malformations of the uretus. Dr. Alfred Stengel writes 
seventy pages upon Diseases of the Blood, discusses diabetes, 
gout, hemophilia, Hodgkin’s disease, and concludes with that most 
interesting disease, exophthalmic goitre. Dr. Edward Jackson con¬ 
cludes the volume, writing upon Ophthalmology. Among a number 
of valuable abstracts, the bacteriology of conjunctivitis, and the 
causes of pterygium and of sympathetic inflammation are especially 
interesting. G. P. M. 


Walter Reed and Y ellow Fever. By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., 

Professor of Gynecological Surgery in Johns Hopkins University, 

Baltimore. Pp. 293. New York: McClure, Phillips & Co., 1906. 

To his other achievements Dr. Kelly has added that of an emi¬ 
nently successful biographer. His account of Dr. Reed’s life and 
work is as sympathetic as it should be inspiring to younger members 
of the profession yet unknown to fame. Beginning with his birth 
and childhood, his college days, his graduation in medicine, his 
entrance into the army, his marriage, his frontier life, we are led 
to the beginning of his scientific work at the Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity in 1890 to 1899, his later studies in connection with yellow 
fever and its propagation by the mosquito, and finally to the 
circumstances of his untimely death. Aside from the biography, 
which is replete with sympathy, appreciation, and admiration for 
the man and his work, Dr. Kelly furnishes an extremely interesting 
account of the history of yellow fever—from the earliest days, 
through the many epidemics and the speculative reasoning of 
Carlos Finlay relative to the relation of the mosquito thereto, to 
the final demonstration by Reed and his colleagues, Carroll, Lazear, 
and Agramonte, of the undoubted etiological significance of the 
mosquito in the spread of the infection. Of Reed, Dr. Kelly says: 
“Though a man of war, he ravaged no distant lands, he destroyed 
no tens of thousands to make his reputation, but by quiet methods, 
when there was no strife, he saved countless lives and swept away 
a hideous plague, which from time immemorial has periodically 
visited our shores, devastated our fair land, and too often snatched 
from the years of peace and plenty all their blessings.” Such are 
the plaudits of the populace that his work is valued least by those 
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whom it has helped most; but he doubtless found his reward when 
he wrote to his wife: “The prayer that has been mine for twenty 
years, that I might be permitted in some way, or at some time, to do 
something to alleviate human suffering, has been granted.” The 
book as an admirable biography, a pleasing and interesting narra¬ 
tive, and a record of magnificent achievement, forms a notable 
addition to contemporaneous literature. A. K. 


The Proceedings of the Charaka Club. Volume II. Pp. 152. 

New York: William Wood & Co., 1906. 

The Charaka Club, named for the Hindu sage, is a small and 
rather unique organization of medical men interested in the literary, 
artistic, and historical aspects of medicine. Volume II of their 
proceedings consists of an interesting collections of poems, essays, 
reminiscences, and a story, of which the following are of more than 
ephemeral value: Books and the Man, by S. Weir Mitchell; Fracas- 
torius, by William Osier; Charaka and His Times, by Smith Ely 
Jelliffe; Self-mutilation of the Eyes by an Ancient Saint and a 
Modem Sinner, by Ward A. Holden; The Medicine of Horace, by 
Charles L. Dana; and the Diseases of Learned Men, by Walter B. 
James. A. K. 


Infection, Immunity, and Serum Therapy. By H. T. Ricketts, 

M.D., Instructor in Pathology in the University of Chicago. 

Pp. 600. Chicago: American Medical Association Press, 1906. 

This volume consists of the reissue in book form of a series of 
articles originally published in the Joumal o/ the American Medical 
Association. It is divided into two parts, of which the first com¬ 
prises a discussion of infection, immunity, toxins, antitoxins, and 
serum therapy, as well as the related subjects of agglutination, 
precipitation, phagocytosis, hemolysis, etc.; and the second part, 
of a more or less detailed discussion of the different infections that 
affect man and the lower animals. The book is a good and judi¬ 
cious summary of existing knowledge of the subjects of which it 
treats, and forms a valuable addition to medical literature. A. K. 



